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entworth Chinese
Chippendale Furniture

Original Objects

2 double chair back settees Moffatt-Ladd House and Garden

4 Arm ( S Moffatt-Ladd House and Garden

2 Arm Chairs Colonial Williamsburg Foundation

1 Stool Moffatt-Ladd House and Garden

1-3 Stools Missing

Possibly 2 Arm Chairs Missing

Other Unknown Items? Missing

Also missing: Great Hall of the Residence of Alexander Hamilton Ladd, oil

n canvas by Walter Gay (American, 1856-1937), circa 1888. Shows three
of the armchairs in situ in what is now the Moffatt-Ladd House
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What's missing?s Up to three stools/benches, and
perhaps two armchairs. The known pieces are cur-
rencly in the Moffatt-Ladd House (Figs. 1-2),
Portsmouch, N.H., and Colonial Williamsburg,
Williamsburg, Va.

Importance: Suites of English furniture of such
high qualiry with histories of ownership in America
are rare. This furnicture is associated with John
Wentworth (1737-1820), the last royal governor of
New Hampshire, who fled the country ar the time
of the Revolution. The known pieces —six arm-
chairs, two settees, and one stool — represent fine
English workmanship and design and point to
London as cheir source.

History: John Wentworth was born in New
Hampshire and was appointed governor of the
province during a visit to England in 1766.
Wentworth's furniture and other houschold effects,
both in Portsmouch and at his country estate in
Wolfeboro, were confiscated ac the time of the
of chims umil after the war. Wentworth filed papers
with che English government requesting compensa-
ton for his losses bus there is no itemization of the
posscssions he left behind.

Wentworth was one of the mosc fashionable resi-
dents of New Hampshire in the Colonial period.
His cosmopolican tastes and social starus resulted in
stylish furnishings befitcing his post. These
included a marching cea table and stand in the
Chinese taste. He was evidendy fond of this new
fashion for he also papered one of the rooms in his
country estate with Chinese wallpaper. The Chinese
Chippendale style permeated high society, with
other prominent citizens owning furniture of chis
design including several of Wentworth's relations:
his brother Thomas owned a set consisting of four
side and two armchairs (ar Gore Place, Walcham,
MA); his brother-in-law John Fisher owned “8
[wal)Nut Chineas fraime [Chinese frame] Chamber
chairs, 2 with arms.”

In 1793, Wentworth’s possessions, which he never
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Objects: Wentworth Chinese
Chippendale furniture

Dste: Circa 1765
Artist: Unknown

 Orighe England. possibly London

Medis: Mahogany throughout, no secondary woods
excopt later braces in seltses.

Messwrements: Armchairs: H. 38%w, W. 29, SD. 20 in.
Stools: H. 15%, W. 22%. D. 17% in.

Last knows: Owned by Maria T. H. Ladd of
Portsmouth, N.H., in the nineteenth century.
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